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T exhort you to be of good cheer: 


31.—And now 
for 
there shall be no loss of ¢ ny man’s 
life ame ng you, but of th ship 
Paul said to the centuri an 
the . key 


th ship, ye cannot be saved 


i to 


cept these abide in 
/ 


n 


soldiers 


of these 
t may 


two 
| ir 


nd ut 


bit 


comparison 


verses lands us in wha 


to manv to be a very dar!| - 
profitable speculation. Now,our ob- 


ject in setting up this comparison, is 
not to foster in any of youatenden- 
cy to meddle with matters too high 
for us—but to protect you 


ivainst 


the prac tical mischief of such a ten- 
dency. You have all heard of the 
doctrine of pre destination. It ha 
long been a settled article of our 
church. And there must be a sad 
deal of evasion and of unfair hand- 
ling with particular passages, to get 


freeof the evidence which we find for 
itinthe Bible. And independently 
of scripture altogether, the denial 
of this doctrine brings a number of 
monstrous conceptions along with 
it. It God t 
world, and not to reserve in his own 
hand the management of its con- 
cerns. Though it should concede 


9 
~e 


supposes ) make a 
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to him an al 
‘ II ma 


sovereignty over the region of cre- 


solute sovereignty over 
tter, it deposes him from his 


ated min that far more dignified 
and interesting portion of his works. 
The greatest events in the history 
of the universe, are those which are 
brought about by the agency of wil- 
ling and ) 
Lie 


every one 


intelligent beings—and 


enemies of the doctrine invest 
of these beings with some 
sovereign and independent princi- 
ple of freedom, in virtue of which 
n be asserted of this whole 


' 
it ay t 


class of events, that they happened, 
not because they were ordained of 
God. creatures of 
God. uncontrolled 
power, brought them into existence. 
At this rate, 


but because the 


by their own 


even he to whom we 
gave the attribute of omniseience, 
e to say at this moment, 
what shall be the fortune or the fate 
any individual—and the whole 
train of future history is left to the 
of All this 
carries along with it so complete a 
dethronement of God—it is bring- 
ing his creation under the domin- 
ion of so many nameless and unde- 
te rminable contingeneies—it is tak- 
ing the world and the current ofits 
history so entirely out of the hands 
of him who formed it— it is withal 
so opposite to what obtains in every 
other field of observation, where, 


is not abl 


ol 


} / } 
wildness accident. 
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instead of the lawlessness of chance, 
we shall find that the more we attend 
the more we perceive of a certain 
necessary and established order— 
that from these and other conside- 
rations which might be stated, the 
doctrine in question, in addition to 
the testimonies which we find for 
it in the Bible, is at this moment re- 
ceiving a very general support from 
the speculations of infidel as well 
as Christian philosophers. 
Assenting, as we do, to this doc- 
trine, we state it as our conviction, 
that God could point the finger of 
his omniscience to every one indi- 
vidual amongst us, and tell what 
shall be the fate of each, and the 
state of suffering or enjoyment of 
each at any one period of futurity, 
however distant. Well does he 
know those of us who are vessels of 
wrath fitted for destruction, and 
those of us whom he ‘had predesti- 
nated to be conformed to the image 
of his dear Son, and to be render- 
ed meet for the inheritance. We 
are not saying, that we, or that any 
of you could so cluster and arrange 
the two sets of individuals. ‘This 
is one of the secret things which 
belong to God. It is not our duty 
to be altogether silent about the 
doctrine of predestination—tfor the 
Bible is not silent about it, and it is 


our duty to pron ulgate and to hi ld 


up our testimony for all that we find 
there. But certain it is, that the 
doctrine has been so injudiciously 
meddled with—it has tempted so 
many ingenious and speculative 
men to transgress the limits of serip- 
ture—it has engendered so much 
presumption among some, and so 
much despondency among others 
—it has been so wuch abused to 
the mischief of practical Cliristian- 
ity, that it were well for us all, could 
we carefully draw the line between 
the secret things which belong to 
God, and the things which are re- 
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vealed, and belong to us and to 
our children. 

With this view, we shall, in the 
first place, Jay before you the ob- 
servations which are suggested by 
the immediate history in the pas- 
sage now submitted to you. And 
in the second place, we shall at- 
tempt to evince its application to us 
of the present day, and in how far 
it should carry an influence over 
the concerns of practical godli- 
ness. 

1. Inthe 22d verse Paul announ- 
ces, in absolute terms, that all th« 
men of the ship were to be saved 
He had been favoured with this in- 
timation from the mouth ofan ange] 
It was the absolute purpose of God 
and no obstacle whatever could 


T 
i 
vent its accomplishment. ‘To him 
belor gs that knowl doe which sees 


every thing, and that power which 


determines every thing, and hx 
could say to his prophet, “ These 
men willeertainly be saved.’’ Com- 
pare this with what we have in the 
ist verse. By this time the s 

lors had given up all hope of the 
safety of the vessel. They had 
toiled, as they thought, in vain— 
and in despair of doing any good, 
they had ceased from working the 
ship, and resolved to abandon her. 
With this view, they let down the 
boat to try the chance of deliver- 
ence for themselves, and leave the 
passengers to perish Upon this 
Paul, though his mind had been 
previously assured, by an intin 

tion from the foreknowledge and 
predestination of God, that there 
should be no loss of men’s lives 
puton all appearance of earnestnes 
and urgency—and who can doubt 
that he really felt this earnestnes 
at the moment of his speaking to 
the centurion, when he told him, 
that unless these men should abid 
in the ship, they would not be sav- 
ed? He had before told them, in 





os 


— St lOelUr Ol 











ermon, 219 





ORS ana 
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Paul gave 
tude to the 


prompti- 


ened the boat to the 


rived of 





should be light over the face of the 
country, and this purpose he ac- 
complishes by the instrumentality 
ofthe sun. There is a time com- 
ing, when light shall be furnished 
out to us in another way—when 

hall be no need either of the 
un ag the moon to lighten the city 
r r habitation—but when the 


ol oO 
vy of God shall lighten it, and 
the Lamb shall be the lieht thereof. 
b th is not the way at present, 
id, f efore, it is both true, that 
it ¥ Go purpose there should 
be light o is and around us at 
this moment ind that unless the 


in had risen upon us this morning 


there would have been no such 


light It may be the purpose of 
God to bless the succeeding year 
with a plentiful harvest. He could 
a ymplish this purpose in two ways. 
He could make the ripened corn 
tart int CXIStL ?ceova single word 
of his power But this is not the 
‘tual way in which he carries such 

i » accomplishment. He 
ao itt ithe co-operation of many 
visible instruments It is true, he 
can lance among us even 
t midst of adverse weather and 
fay yurab > seasons But he ac- 
tually does it by means of favour- 
weather and favourable sea- 

n It is not in spite of bad 

“ r that we receive from his 
hands the blessings of plenty—but 
im consequence of good weather— 
ind shower succeeding 

( in fit pr yportion—calm 

to | y nt the shakin ol the corn, 


id wind in sufficient quantity to 


innow it and make a prosperous 
er ering Should it be the pure 
pose of God to give a plentiful har- 
\ ext year, it will certainly hap- 
pen, and yet it may be no less trae, 
that s such weather come, we 
s \ no plentiful ha vest. — 
God, who appoints the end, orders 


and presid ver the whole series 
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of means which lead to it. These 
visible causes are all in his hand. 
They are the instruments of his 
power. ‘The elements are his, and 
he can either restrain their violence 
or let them loose in fury upon the 
world. 

Now, look upon human beiggs as 
the instruments of his pleasur€, and 
you have an equally complete ex- 
planation of the passage before us. 
You will be made to 


| understand 
how it is true, 


that it was God’s ab- 
solute purpose that the men of the 
vessel should be saved, and how it 
is equally true, that unless the sai- 
lors abode in the ship, they could 
not besaved. Why, the same God 
who determined the end, gave cer- 
tain efficacy to the means which he 
himself had instituted and set agoing 
for the accomplishment of the end. 
It does not at all affect the certain- 
ty of God’s influence over these 
means, that, in addition to wind, 
and water, and material elements 
there were also human beings em- 
ployed as instruments for carrying 
his purpose into execution. It is 
expressly said of God, not only that 
he stilleth the waves of the sea, but 
that he also 


the people, and that he can turn the 
heart of man as the rivers of water, 
turning it he will. 
He appoints the end, and it does 
not at all lessen the sure 
lute nature of the appointment, 
that he brings it about by a long 


whithersoever 


and abso- 


succession of means, provided that 
it is his power which gives effect 
to every step in the progress and 
operation ofthese means. Now, in 
the case before us,there was just such 
& progress as we pointed out in the 
case of a favourable harvest. He 


had determined, that allthe men of 


the vessel should be saved; but 
agreeably to the method of his ad- 
ministration in he 
brought it aboutby the operation of 


other 


cases, 


Se rnon, 


stilleth the tumults of 
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instruments. He did not save them 
against the use of instruments, but 
he did it by the use of instruments. 
The instruments he employed were 
men. Paul speaking to the centu- 
rion—the centurion ordering the 
soldiers to cut the and let 
the boat away from the vessel—the 


ropes, 


sailors obliged to work for their own 
safety—these were the instruments 
of God, and he had as_ much com- 
mand over them as any others he 
had create l. He br yught apout 
the saving of the men by means of 
instruments 


those as certainly as 


he brings about a good harvest by 
the instrument of favourable weath- 
He is 


of the human heart 


' 
er, and congenial seasons. 
as much master 
and its de 


the elements. 


‘rminations, as he is ol 
He reigns in the 
mind of man, and can turn its pur- 
poses in any way that suits his pur- 
Ile made Paul speak. He 
made the centurion and be 
1 npressed by it He made the sol- 
! He made the 
exert themselves. 


poses. 
listen 
diers obey. sailors 
The conditional 
assertion of the 3lst verse was tru 
—but he made 


the assertion serve 
the purpose for which it was utter- 
ed. He overruled the 
and brought about the 


condition, 
fulfilment of 
the absolute prophecy in the 22d 
verse. The whole of this process 
was as completely overruled by him 
as any other process in nhature— 
and in virtue too of the very same 
power by which he can cause the 


wind of heaven to fly loose 


upon 
the world, make the rain descend, 
the corn ripen into harvest, and all 
the blessings of plenty sit in profu 
sion over a happy and favoured 
land. 

There is no inconsistency then 
between these verses. God saysin 
one of them, by the mouth of Paul, 
that these men were certainly to 
be saved. And Paul in the 
other of these that unless 


says 
verses, 





the centurion and soldie 


do so and so, they shoul 


1. Inon 


! thout t 


God secured the ha 
ind so gives 


suren 


tency tothe pa 


ssace | 


it is worth 
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n. Paul. who 
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revelation that W 

time befor 
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this d ent him trom ur 


il ad 
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ing them to the pract NtLo 
of means for saving 

He knew thi 

was athn 
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make it: 


sure 


that 


tney 


know n 
counsel 


ilso Go I's 


sailors—that they 


ments he had mad 
that t 
Wished it to be br 
Paul had too high. are 
he will of God, to 


1s was the w 


nicht 


the 


oO “those pr ict al ex veclients. whi 


decline 


formed the likelist wa 
into eff 


striking circum 


this will 


Paul who knew 
equivocally that the men were to 
be saved, could only Ly y 


with truth, that unl 


ss the sa 
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~~ 


tained 


be saved. 


in the ship, they 
Both were 
true,and both were actually brought 


about 


would 


‘The thing was done by the 
nent of God, and it was also 
a voluntary act on the part 
iturion and his soldiers. 
‘the appointment, but 
iot feel himself exempted by 
from the work of 
influencing the will of 


iew of the 


were around him; 
th he 
bringing the urgency 
yf argument to bear 
He told that 

led God 


nmaed 
il’s heart to make use 


whi rot them 


them 
upon it. 


and he 
the hearts of 
to whom it was addressed, 


nent gave it 


nee over 


that bi 


his purpo 
i I 


instrumentality of men, 
conceived from eterni- 
aled beforehand to the 
forward to its 


ty, and rev 
| 
tle. was carried 
omplishment, 


And ag 
they were 


the knowledge 
saved, did not 
ent Paul from giving directions 


un as 
to be 
rey 
and soldiers for 


to the centurion 


wing then neither did if 


vent then 


seives, 


1 from a practical obe- 
nce to these directions. It d 
ther they actually 


10eC8 
y at 
-d Paul to be a mes- 


ir wi 
time belie 
er of God—though it is likely, 
history of the 
did If they did 
as the great 
they acted as 
ious Instruments for the ex- 
divine 


previous 
i 


acted 


rity Of me 1 do 


r +} 
ol the 


purposes.— 
ey did believe Paul to bea 
it is highly striking to ob- 
that the knowledge they had 
from his mouth of their re- 


nd absolutely escaping with 
lives, did not slacken their ut- 

rree of activity in the busi- 

ness 


f working for the preserva- 
tion of their lives, at a bidding 
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from the mouth of the same prop! rovernment of the world, the es- 
He is a pro yhet from God- ‘ se of r, the nature of the 


whatever he says, must be true he humay and existence 
cay . escape +) ifiar 1e deat ft} »b ly. They 


believe this and { - upon th 


that unless 
shall not escane with our Lin 
us believe this also. and doth 
things. A fine example ‘on the 
one hand, of their faithful depen- 
dence on his declarations, and, on 
the other, of their practical obedi- 
requirements If one 
ulge by the prosperous 
wh le busine s 1 
h the centurion and 
tected by the ditte- 


itions of Paul. was the 


' 1 ‘ } 


onse puences \ 
flow from 


is know 


co 
roa in 
Ot ali th 


carr’ their 

unlimited 

tics do not 

extravagant absur 

fine their sceptica 

to philosophical : 

theological su yects, ; pr $8 ! HVINIC ¢ 0 y, not 

to doubt of the exis and » N I ily, but also 
ture of God, of his pur ni tT ut, which th 


agency in the work oicreation, his Jt ve Ol aivill 





openly 
if Christi: 


which tl bra s 1 a t and under- 


know it deisi ! 1 the dation of Christian 
T They ought 


it no hte 


( e of God 


pe rfe ru 
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mclion 
rwoven 


j | 
vealed 
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Spel 
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e Bibl 
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Therefore Christians, who know 
that the gospel is true, know that 
the doctrine of the T'rinity, v 
#s essential to the gospel, is 

And as they know this doctrine is 
true, so they know that the opposit 
Unitarianism “ts false. 


nich 


true 


doctrine of 
The question between Trinitarians 


and Unitarians is not conGerning 


probability, but 
question admits of an infallible de 


because it solely and whol- 


certainty 


cision ; 
ly depends upon the testimony of 
And it can 


certainly de 


God in the 
be as 
mined, whether the doctrine of t} 
Trinity is contained in the 
tures, as whether 
contain a 
Christians know that 
true, that the gosps 
that the doctrine 
true; they equally know 
tarianism is false, and { 
tally and erron 
That Christians know 1 
of the Trinity is true 
from the following 1 
general epistle of John. 
“| have not written to you be« 
know not the truth; but bee 
ye know it and that no lie is 
of the truth. Whois aliar, but he 
that denieth that the 
Christ? He is antichrist, that deni- 
eth the Father and the Son. Who- 
soever denieth the Son, the same 
hath not the Father. Beloved, be- 
lieve not every spirit, but try the 
spirits, whether they are of God ; 
because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world. Hereby 
know ye the Spirit of God ;—every 
spirit, that confessth, that Jesus 
Christ is come in the 
God. And every spirit, that con- 
fesseth not, that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh, is not of God.— 
And this is that spirit of anticlirist, 
whereof ye have heard, that it 
should come and even now already 


scriptures. 


easily and ter- 
Scripe 
the scriptures 


divine rev 


essentially 


ye 
cause 


Jesus is 


Knowledge of the 


. . 
ile sh, is ol 
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is it inthe world. Whosoever be- 
lieveth, that Jesus is the Christ, is 
born of God. Whatsoever is born 
of God overcometh the world. And 
this is the victory, that overcometh 
the world, t Who 

he, that overcometh the world, 


» that bel 


our faith. 


ven 
lieveth that-Jesus ts 
n of God? This is he, that 
by water and by blood, not by 
t by water and blood 
beareth wit- 


truth 


This whol 
support 0 
n, that th 
stimony to 
imity ; orthat 
“t persons in 
Spirit of truth 
loctrine of tl 
Trinity is true; and that it 
t there are thre 
the 
f the Spirit 
hat the doctrine 
true; and thatthe doc- 
Unitarianism is false. It 


but certain, 


God he 
‘Trinity 
trine ot 
8s not 
that ¢ 
in their controversy with 


merely robable, 
maintain the truth 


Unita 


firistians 


an 
1. Sines 


' know the 
truth, they know that Arminianism 


the 


Christians 


is ‘alse. It ts fundamental 
that 


exer- 


Armin aliism 
in their 


principle of 
mankind, voluntary 


cises and exertions, are indepen- 


dent of divine agencv. In ree- 
ment with this fundamental princi- 
ple, Armimians believe, that God 
1 the cl 
of human beings.— 


LHe nee they d ny the 


has not decre racter. con- 
duct and stat 
doctrine ol 
personal election and reprobation 
the doetrine of the special influence 
of the Holy Spirit in the renovation 


and sanctification of sinners, and 
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the doctrine of the perseverance of 


saints unto eternal salvation. Con- 
sistently with their denial of these 
fundamental and 
trines of thé gospel, they virtually 
oppose and reject the whole Sys- 
tem of divine truth, which is reveal- 
the scriptures But real 
Christians know, as certainly as 
they know thatthey exist, that they 
are constantly and ¢ ntirely depend- 
ent upon God for every voluntary 
exercise and exertion. They there- 
fore know that the purpose of God 


essential docs 


ed in 


to save a certain part of the human 


tace is the fundamental doctrine of 


with 
the re- 
demption was established between 


avreement 


the gospel In 


ihis purpose covenant of 
the persons in the sacred Trinity, 
the Lord Jesus Christ was manifest 
m the flesh and died 
for the salvation of his people - the 
Holy Spirit renews their hearts and 
they are conducted through sancti- 
fication of the 8 
truth 
if God has not the constant 


on the cross 


' 
or tne unto the 
glory. 
and entire controut ofthe affections 
and actions of human beings, he 
never has saved and he never will 
save any person from sin and death. 
The fundamental principle of Ars 
minianism opposes the whole scheme 
of doctrine and duty, that is taught 
The 
Arminians, which arise the 
pride, folly and deceit of the human 


in the scriptures. 


from 


heart, have, in modern times, arisen 
and spread, far and wide, under a 
new name and ina new form.— 
This and form they have 
chiefly received from the ingenuity 
and duplicity of John Wesley.— 
But however deceitfully and ingen- 
ously error may be concealed by 
a profession and appearance of pe- 
culiar godliness and sanctity and 
however zealously and extensively 
it may be propagated ; yet “no lie 
tsofthe truth.” How it is that the 
QO 


name 
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lies ofthe Arminian Methodists have 
become orthodox more than the 
lies of Unitarians it is not easy tocon- 
ceive.* If Christians know any 
thing, they know the truth. And 
if they know the truth, they know 
that lie is of the truth, They, 
therefore, know that Arminianism 
is false, even though it should spread 
itself, under the name of Method- 
isin, over the face of the earth. 

5. If Christians know the truth, 
they know that Universalism is 
false it is not indeed easy to 
know on what foundation Univer- 
ealists re ly for the support of their 
Their schemes have 
been so numerous and so different 
and they so frequently change their 
notions, that they resemble those 
liars, who professed to be witnesses 
against Christ. ‘‘ For many bare 
witness against him, but their wit- 
ness agreed not together.’”’ Chaun- 
cy had his scheme of Universalism, 
Murray had his scheme, Winches- 
ter his scheme, Huntington his 
scheme, Ballou has his scheme ; 
and every Universalist has some 
notion, on which he pretends to 
found his persuasion, that a!] mans 
kind will be saved. Though it is 
difficult to know on what Univer- 
salists rely to support their opin- 
ton; yet itis easy to know that 
Universalism, on whatever notion 
or scheme itmay be supposed to 
rest, is false. All real Christians, 
who know the truth, know that 
Universalists believe a lie. They 
also know, that their notions are as 
foolish, as they are false. Lf any 
person desires to be saved and to 
go to heaven, the way is plain, safe 
and pleasant. ‘They, who are truly 
pleased with heaven, are pleased 
with the way, which leads to the 
kingdom of holiness and happiness. 


O} in1ons. 


Boston R 
14th July, 1826 


ecorder and Telegraph, 





226 


If the Universalists were truly will- 
ing and desirous to go to heaven, 
they would repent of their sins; 
they would beli and obey the 
gospel. And then they would have 
no occasion to embrace 
ceitful opinion, that all mafKind 
will be saved. But of the Univer- 
salists it may be truly said, that they 
choose the way of enmity against 
God and his law and live in tmpen- 
itence aud disobedience to his holy 
commands. They shun and hate 
the way to heaven and walk in the 
way to hell. Yet in tneir delusion 
and foolishness, they pretend to be 
pleased with the prospect of being 
in heaven forever. ‘They hate the 
salvation of the gospel, as much as 
they hate the conditions of salvation; 
and they hate heaven itself, as much 
as they hate the way, which leads 
to it. Nor can it be perceived, 
why they should embrace the un- 
scriptural and irrational notion of 
universal salvation, unless they are 
conscious from their own character 
and conduct, that they can have 
no hope of salvation for themselves 
unless the whole human race be 
saved. Therefore to exclude from 
their minds “‘a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery in- 
dignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries,” they form and main- 
tain, against the whole system of 
divine truth, the false notion of 
universal salvation, If Christians 
have not abundant and decisive ev- 
idence from the character, the de- 
signs, the conduct and the law of 


‘ve 


the de- 


God, as well as from the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, against the notions of 


Universalists ; yet the general char- 
acter, conduct and spirit of the Uni- 
versalists afford sueh evidence, that 
their opinions are false. ‘Though 
the Universalists are so various and 
changeable in respect to the foun- 
dation of their persuasion, yet they 
are united and uniform in their op- 
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position to every doctrine and duty 
of the gospel. In the Universal- 
ists of the present day, as plainly 
asin any other class of errorists, is 
fulfilled the following declaration 
of the Holy Spirit :—God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie, that they all 
might be danned, who believed not 
the truth, but had pleasure in un- 
righteousness. 

6. Since Christians know that 
the gospel is true, they know that 
universal catholicism is false and a 
species of infidelity. They, who 
that no man can know 
whether any doctrine of the gospel 
1s true, suppose also that no man 
can know whether any one kind of 
religion js true. And upon this 


suppose 


supposition they profess to extend 
their charity to men ofall religions, 


who sincerely believe their own re- 
ligtous sentiments. How often do 
we hear it said, that it isno matter 
what principles a man 
embraces in order to salvation ; for 


religious 


if he only sincerely thinks he em- 
braces the truth, he will certainly 
be saved. How many profess to 
believe, that some Christians, some 
Jews, some Mahometans, some Pa- 
gans and even some Infidels will 
be They suppose, that 
some of all these descriptions of 
men may sincerely believe that 
they are right im their religious 
opinions; and if they sincerely 
think they are right, that they are 
really so inthe sight of God. And 
ifno man can know, whether the 
Christian, or Jewish, or Mahome- 
tan, or Pagan religionis true, why 
should not those, who maintain this 
s-ntiment, extend their charity to 
all denominations of Christians and 
even to Pagans and Infidels ?— 
But Christians, who know the gos- 
pel is true, equally know, that such 
universal catholicism is false and a 
species of infidelity. It implies a 


saved ! 
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doubt or uncertainty, whether the 
Christian, or any other reli 
true. And Infidels seldom pretend 
to any thing more than to doubt 


whether there be a reality in any 


1 
lon ve 


religion. 
7. Since know that 
that 


pe de- 


Christians 
the gospel is true, they know 
no scheme of doctrines can 
neither includes nor 
doctrine 


I prop- 
‘ i 


vised, which 


excludes the essential s of 
the gospel in their strict an 
er meaning. Many seem to imag- 
ine, that such a neutral scheme of 
sentiments may be formed; and 
that it would have a happy tenden- 
cy to put an end to religious dis- 
putes and to unite all religious de- 
nominations in peace and friend- 
ship. 
sect and party are now Zé | usly 
engaged to form such a_ neutral 
bring 


lhe leaders in almost every 


scheme of sentiments and to 
all, who bear the Christian name, to 
adopt it, as the wisest and best 
the general 
They 


already made, in their own opiaion 


method to promote 


cause of Christianity. have 
considerable progress in forming a 
scheme of doctrines, which thes 
represent to be a medium between 
extreme truth and extreme error 


They would persuade us, that t 


truths of the gospel may be carried 


too far, as well as not far enough. 


And it appears, that their miuddie 


scheme, 80 far as they have devel- 
oped it, does neither include nor ex- 
clu je the doctrine of divine sover- 
eignty, of divine decrees and divine 
a rency. It neither includes nor ex- 
cludes the doctrine of election and 


reprobation, It neither jncludes nor 
excludes the true doctrine of aton.- 
ment, of justification and regenerae 


tion, nor of the final perseverance 
of saints, It neither includes nor 
excludes the doctrine of disinterest- 
ed benevolence, unconditional sub- 
mission and immediate repentance. 
It neither includes nor excludes 
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the doctrine of total depravity, of 
vindictive justice and endless pun- 
It neither includes nor 
the doctrine, that men 
cannot be saved without the knowl- 
nor the 
trine we have been labouring te 
that Christians certainly 
know that the gospel is true. But 
know the gospel is 
, they must certainly know, that 
senti- 
no foundation in the 
Though it has the 
neutrality, it is come 
nental 


ind cal- 


ishment. 
excludes 


edge of the gospel; doc- 


prove, 


if Christians 
tru 
such a 


neutral scheme of 


ments has 
scriptures. ap- 
pearance of 
hostile to the fund 
principles of Christianity 
culated to undermine and destroy 
the whole system of divine truth.— 
But it may beasked, Who are they 
that advocate this neutral and lax 
is 1—I] 


pletely 


scheme ot seutin 
ns, some Unitarians, 
and some Armin- 


agreed to differ 


answer, 
some Trinit ir 
some Calvinists 
ans. They 
and to differ as much a 
And who can 
Christians Cc 
that the 


their 


s they please. 


say is wrong, if 
certainly know, 
true ? Sut if 


the 


innot 
gospel is 
gospel 
rtainty, then they 
must know with certainty, that the 
neutral scheme is false and extreme- 
splitting the 
een truth and error 
is the most effectual method, that 
ever was practised, to involve every 
subject and interest of religion in 
introduce infi- 
delity, delusion, wickedness and de- 
struction. 

8. If Christians know that the 
essential doctrines of the gospel are 
true, then they havea right to blame 
those, who deny these doctrines. — 
Many say, that it implies arrogance, 
presumption and even infallibility 
in Christians to censure any, who 
differ from them in religious senti- 
ments. They say, thatno man cay 
certainly know, that any doctrine 


knowledge of 


amounts to ¢ 


ly dangerous. Thi 


difierence bety 


total darkness and 
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of the gospel is true. And upon 
this supposition, it is indeed difli- 
cult to see the propriety of one 
man’s censuring another on ac- 
count of any supposed religious 
error. But this is a groundless 
supposition. It has been, perhaps, 
sufficiently proved, that Christians 
may know with certainty, that the 
essential doctrines of the gospel, 
upon which they build their as- 
surance of eternal life, are true.— 
And if they know, that these doc- 
trines are certainly true, then they 
know that all doctrines, which are 
contrary to them, are gross and 
dangerous errors. And if it does 
not im>ly presumption in them to 
say, that they know the essential 
doctrines of the gospel are true, 
then it does not imply presumption 
to say, that they know that directly 


opposite doctrines are false.— 


And if it does not imply infallibility 
in them to say, that they know, 


that the essential doctrines of the 
gospel are true; then it does not 
imply infallibility in them to say, 
that they know, that directly oppo- 
site doctrines are erroneous. There 
isa wide difference between cer- 
tainty and infallibility. A protest- 
ant may know, that the Pope is not 
infallible, without being infallible 
himself. Though all Christians 
are fallible creatures, yet they may 
be infallibly certain, that the gos- 
pel is true and consequently that all 
its essential doctrines are true.— 
But our latitudinarjans maintain 
the absurd sentiment, that Christ- 
jans can no more arrive at certainty 
than at infallibility, in respect to 
the peculiar doctrines of the gospel. 
And it is on this ground alone, 
that they deny the propriety of re- 
ligious creeds, confessions of faith, 
covenants of churches and disci- 
pline for erroneous and heretical 
opinions. The opinion, that error- 


of the Truth. OCTORER 
ists are not proper subjects of cen- 
sure, is one of the most absurd and 
dangerous opinions; which here- 
tics at this day are exceedingly 
zealous to propagate. It gives a 
license to all men to embrace, with- 
out guilt and without danger in 
their own view, the most criminal 
and destructive sentiments. 

9. Since Christians know that 
the gospel is true, they have solid 
reason to esteem it so highly as 
they always have done. If they 
had been uncertain whether it was 
true, or whether it was a cunning- 
ly devised fable, they never would 
have derived their highest happiness 
from it, nor placed their highest de- 
pendence upon it, under the sever- 
est conflicts and most fiery trials, 
We know that the primitive Christ- 
ians cheerfully suffered every evil, 
that a malignant world could inflict, 
rather than deny Christ and his gos- 
pel. They might have preserved 
their reputation, their property and 
their lives, if they would renounce 
the gospel of Christ, But they 
chose to meet persecution, poverty, 
reproach and death in its most 
dreadful forms rather than deny the 
gospel, which they knew to be true 
and the only foundation of their 
future and eternal hopes. The 
same certain knowledge of the gos- 
pel has produced the same dispo- 
sition in Christians to seal their 
faith with their blood, since the 
early days of Christianity. Thou- 
sands and thousands, from age to 
age, have laid down their lives in 
testimony to the truth of the gos- 
pel. But can it be supposed, that 
so many thousands of mariyrs would 
have given the highest possible tes- 
timony in their power to give to the 
gospel, if they had not had certain 
knowledge of its reality and impor- 
tance? Would they have risked 
their temporal and eternal hopes 
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Expo 


a mere uncertainty? But if 
Christians do know with certainty 
that the gospel is true and the only 


upon 


foundation of their highest happi- 
ness in time and eternity, then they 
have sufficient reason to esteem it 
infinitely important and 
David had good reason to say 
and 


precion 
sincerity certainty, 
word of God was more to 
ed than gold, yea, 

gold, and swee 
and the 


Christians c 


er 
h mey-col 

in sincer pt the 
same language They know that 
the gospel is true and that it 
braces in its d 
and consequence 
and happiness of God and the eter- 


nal 


universe. 


eme 


sign, corrections 


s the highest glory 
and unbounded st of the 
They 
sufficient reason to beli 


inter 
have therefore 
‘ve, esteem 
and love the glorious gospel of the 
ble Ss¢ d God. 

10. If Christians know that the 
gospel is true and of infinite impor- 
tance, then they know that sinners 
are wholly criminal and inexcusa- 
ble for disbelieving and rejecting it 
They know that have in- 
fallible evidence, that the gospel is 
a gospel of truth and that it con- 
the words of eternal life.— 
They know it must be altogether 
owing ‘to the 
hearts and not to the blindness of 
their understandings, that they ever 
question its divine origin and au- 
thority. And ifthey have evide 
of its truth, it must be owing to the 
depravity of their hearts, that they 


sinners 


tains 


blindness of their 


nce 


do not most sincerely love itland 
most joyfully and thankfully em- 


brace it. ‘Their total, or partial 
i : 

inbelief must, therefore, be crimi- 
nal and dangerous in proportion to 
the certainty, exeellence and 
portance ef the gospel. Christians 
know, that they, who hold the truth 


in unrighteousness and that they, 


im- 


ition 


under strong delusion to 
believe a lie, must miserably pers 
sih forever and be most justly con- 
demned and consigned to endless 
It 
ir heart’s desire and 
prayer to God, that sinners may 
renounce their errors, their impen 

ce and unbelief and be saved.— 

ey know that the gospel must be 

vour e unto life, or of death 


Ww ho are 


punishment and despair. 


is, 


e, th 


FI lite 

death toevery person to whom 
And yet how many 

wavering, delaying and 

ry sinners are there at 

ler the full light of the 

are using eve- 


sent, 


ubdting, 


ywomany 


n their power to unset 

r own minds and the minds 
ofother persons respecting the cer- 
tainty and importance ol the gospel! 


his must be 


t their condemnation, 
that light has come into the world 
they love darkness rather 
than light because their deeds are. 


evil Senex Juvenis. 


and that 


— > 


From the Christian Mirror, 


EXPOSITION. 

I or. vil. 10. And the 
married { command, yet not IT but 
the Lord 

ver. 12. But to the rest speak 
I not the Lord 

ver. 25 Ni 


gin 


unto 


w concerning vir- 
T have no commandment of 
the Lord, yet I give my judgment, 
Ac. 

These possages have been thought 
by many to militate with the com. 
mon belief of Christians, that *‘ all 
scripture is given by inspiration of 
God It is alleged, that St. Paul 
here that 
this very chapter were uttered on 
his But 
that he asserts any such thing ? Ws 
Those portions of the 


have been thought ta 


some things in 


asserts, 


own authority, is it tru 
answer, no. 


chapter which 
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be no more than his own private 
opinion, are as really the dictates 
of inspiration as the other portions. 
The contrary opinion has arisen 
from a misapprehension of the na- 
ture of the distinction here brought 
into view. It is not a distinction 
between precepts of a divine and 
those of a human authority; but 
between doctrines and precepts 
equally divine, a distinction, which 
has reference to the manner in 
which they were revealed. The 
following is Macknight’s solution 
of the difficulty : 

“The Lord during his 
ministry on earth, delivered many 
precepts of his law in the hearing 


Jesus, 


And those which 
in person, he 
il to them by the 
There- 
fore, there is a just foundation for 
distinguishing the commandments 
which the Lord delivered in per- 
son, from the commandments which 


of his disciples. 


he did not deliver in 


promised to reve 
Spirit, after his departure. 


he revealed to the apostles, by the 
Spirit, and which they made known 
to the world in their sermons and 
writings. ‘This distinction is not 
peculiar to Paul. It is imsinuated 
like by Peter (Il. epis. i. 2) 
and Jude (ver. 17) where 
commandments of the apostles of 
the Lord and Saviour are mentiou- 
ed, not as inferior jn authority to 
the commandments of the Lord, 
(for they were all as really his 
commandments, as those which he 
delivered in person) but as differ- 
ent in the manner of their commu- 
nication. This authority of the 
commandments of the apostles will 
be acknowledged, if we consider 
that, agreeably to Christ’s promise, 
(John xiv. 16) the Holy Spirit 
dwelt with the apostles (xvi. 1%) to 
lead them into all truth, that is, to 
give them the perfect knowledge of 
all the doctrines and precepts of 
the Gospel. This abiding inspira- 


vise 


Expositiou. 


the 
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tion St. Paul enjoyed equally with 
the rest of the apostles, since as he 
himself tells us repeatedly (IL. Cor 
xi, 5, xii. 1!) He was in nothing be- 
hind the very chiefest of the apos- 
tles. So that he could say with 
truth concerning himself, as well 
as concerning them (I. Cor. ii. 16) 
mind of Christ; and 
affirm (I. Thes. iv.8 ) Hewho des- 
, despiseth not man but 
God, who hath also given unto us 
his Holy Since, there- 
fore, the apostle Paul enjoyed the 
abiding inspiration of the Spirit, 
itis evident, that in answering the 
questions proposed to him by the 
(verse 1) when ho 
distinguished the commandments of 
the Lord from his own commands. 
ments, his imtention not, as 
many have imagined, to tell us in 


; ; 
we have the 

so te : 
Pisein Us 


S arit, 


Corinthians 


was 


what things he was inspired, and in 
what not; but to us what 
commandments th: Lord delivered 
personally, while on earth, and what 
the Spirit inspired the apostles to 
deliver after his departure. This 
Paul could do with certainty ; be- 
cause although he was not of the 
number who accompanied our Lord 
during his ministry, yet all the par- 
ticulars of life and doctrine 
were made known to him by reve- 
lation, as may be gathered from I 
Cor. xi. 23, Gal. i. 11, 12, and from 
the many allusions to the words and 
actions of Christ, found in the epis- 
tles which Paul wrote before any of 
the Gospels were published ; and 
from his mentioning one of Christ's 
sayings not recorded by any of the 
evangelists, Acts xx. 35, 


show 


his 


Farther—that the apostle’s in- 
tention in distinguishing the Lord’s 
commandments, from what he call 

his own commandments, was not to 
show us what things he spake by 
inspiration, and what not, is evi- 
dent from his adding certain cir- 
cumstances, which prove that in de» 
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livering his own commandments, 
he was really inspired. ‘I hus when 
he says, New concerning virgins I 
have not a commandment of the 
Lord, but TI give my judgment as 
having obtained mercy he Lord 
to be faithful ;—by that 
he had obtained mercy of the Lord 
to be faithful, he certainly meant to 
tell us, that in giving his judgment 
eoncerning virgins he was inspired. 
So also when he gave his judgment 
that a widow was at liberty to mar- 
ry asecond time, by ver. 
40, She is happier if she so abide, 
according to my judgment; and I 
think also that I have the spirit 
of God, he plainly asserted that 


by advising, 


he was inspired in giving that judg- 
ment or determination. {The 
word, rendered J think, does not 
necessaily express any doubt, as 
the critical reader knows ; and that 
st from the 
nature of the case; for how 
the apostle doubt on this 
It is only a soft way of ex 
his certain knowledge 
inspiration.| Lastly, w 
ed on those among the Corinth 
who had the gift of discerning spir- 
tts, to declare whether or not all the 
doctrines and which he 
had delivered in this his first epis- 
tle to them, were the command- 
ments of the Lord, he certainly 1a 
the most express manner, asserted 
that he had these doc- 
trines and precepts by the inspiration 
of the Spirit. 1. Cor. xiv. 37. Jf 
any think himself to be a 
prophet, or spiritual, let him ac- 
knowledge that the things that I 
write, the commandments of 
the Lord. Could the apostle have 
gaid these things, ifthe judgment 
which he delivered on the differ- 
ent subjects in this chapter, had 
been a mere human or uninspired 
judgment, and not a judgment dic- 
vated by the Spirit of God’ 


it does not here is m 
could 


subie 


own 


of iis 
' 
} 


n he call- 


is 


prece pts 


delivered 


man 


are 


El cnosition. 
] 


INFERENCES 

1. The believer’s confidence i 
the scriptures is not misplaced. Of 
the several books contained m the 
New-Testament, as well as the 
Old, it may be affirmed, “ Ail Serip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, 
and.is profitable doctrine, 
reproof, lor correction, aua 


for lor 


for in- 
struction in richteousness.” Ut wil 
not mislead any who implicitly fol- 
The cavils of un- 


cistress t 


low its guidance. 
believers need not hose, 
who regard the scriptures asan ine 
fallible standard of {ait} 
duty. 


, and rule of 
‘They are the word of God. 
} 


which abideth for ever. 


2. Oar perplexities in regard to 
particular portions of scripture are 
the Did 
we make them the subject of our 
most intense and prayerful study, 
and seek fora solution of seriptu- 
ral difficulties from the scriptures 
themselves, we should find them. in 
a more eminent degree a lamp unto 
our path. When we hear the apos- 
that he has the mind of 
Christ—that he has the Spirit of 


result of our ignorance. 


tle asser 


God—that he gives his judgment 
as one who had obtained mercy of 
the Lord to be faithful, and connect 
with these declarations the promise 
of Christ —when the Holy Spirit is 
come, he shall lead you into all 
truth, we almost wonder that the 
texts at the head of article 
should ever have us any 
doubt , and are prepared, at once, 
to concede to the apostle’s * 
manaments 


1 
this 
caused 


com- 
and “ judgment,” all 
the authority of inspiration. 
do err,” 


“a 
said Christ to the Saddu- 
cees, “not knowing the scriptures 
nor the power of God.” Still, who 
would ever have thought of proving 
the existence of the soul in a sep- 
arate stute, andthe resurrection of 
the body from the words, “ I am the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob,” if Christ 
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had not thus taught us? And yet 
how convincing the argument, as 
soon as suggested to us? So would 
all our errors and perplexities dis- 
appear, in proportion to our knowl- 
edge of the scriptures, and the 
strength of our disposition to be- 
lieve and obey them. 


oe 
From the New-York Baptist Regis 


LEVELLING 


ter. 
PRINCIPLE. 

prevailing 
that 
distinctions in the church of Jesus 
Christ are entirely abolished. 
Elders and private members are ex- 
actly on the same ground, and that 
no more deference is due to the 
one than the other. We find no 
authority for such a position m the 
Bible. <A church of Christ is an or 
ganized body of visible disciples of 
the Lord Jesus, embracing the of- 
ficers Bishops and Deacons. ‘To 
these officers are attached peculiar 
and distinguished duties. To the 
Deacon pertains the inspection of 
temporalities of the church ; to the 
Bishop, the oversight of the spiritu- 
al concerns of the flock ; and with 
this connected the injunction 
“to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
all long suffering and doctrine.” 
In the exercise of the province of 
a Bishop, it is incompatible with 
the directions of the word, to lord 
it over God’s heritage; and it is no 
less disregarding divine precept to 
disobey “them which have the 
tule over us.” There is such a 
thing as despotism in the church, 
and there is such a thing as anar- 
chy. Both are equally to be depre- 
eated. We have seen the opera- 
tions of the one in the origin and 
progress of the mystery of iniquity 
the man of sin, and in the efforts of 
different denominations to combme 
eivil with the ecclesiastical power. 


1s 


There an idea 
among many religious people, 


That 


is 


Prin iple . 
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Baptists, against such proceedings 
have set their faces. The simple 
republican form of government, un- 
der the constitution and laws which 
the Great Head has given, has been 
the object for which we have al- 
ways contended, and which has dis- 
tinguished the annals of the visible 
church of Christ from its organiza- 
tion to this time. The opposition 
Created to tyranny 
may lead us over the boundary of 
wholesome order, and spiritual sub- 

Against this we must 
len creatures are prone 
emes The happy 

destrable for 
in. In this respect the serip- 
an ample guide, Here 
on the sacred pages are de sionated 
about 


ecclesiastical 


ordination. 
guard. | 
to ext medium 


is til course us to 
move 
tures are 
and 

Here we 


our respective duties 
them we need not 
are taught subjection to one anothi- 
er. Here we are informed of the 
ordination of Elders in the church- 
and we taught they 
rulers; for ‘ they that rule well are 
to be accounted worthy of doubl 
honour.” Here we are taught “ that 
we are to obey them that have the 
rule over us.’ Now permit us to 
ask those who are disposed to ban- 
ish all distinctions from the church, 
does all this mean nothing? Are 
these empty words without import ? 
No. They were dictated by the 
Holy Spirit, and shew us that we 
are especially to regard those who 
hold the Elder’s office, and are over 
us inthe Lord: Let us be careful 
how we treat such disrespectfully, 
or put them on the same footing 
with private brethren. Adopt the 
levelling system, and you introduce 
arrogance, disorganization and con- 
fusion. We claim no more power 
for ministers than the scriptures 
give, but so much we do claim, and 
so much we hope the churches wil 
aid them to maintain. 


err. 


are are 


es, 





INTEMPERAD 


iditor—You have ¢ 
of admonition 
. from time to time 


+} } 
tne sublet 
j 


You have 


alutary 


vy of old Mas- 


‘OMpiIsHNe 
hit i 


enere 


ha body 


the relin- 


in cases of sic] 


quishment of t 9 seem- 


ingly connected with common po- 


liteness and friendship 


if offerir 


onca ng 


acquaintancesand friend 
lass of bra 
or some other ar 


dy 
ent 


ur 


to see you, to takea ¢ 
nd water, 
and particularly at 
table, presenting it to your 

I know full well that to do 

thing efficient in this 
plan of reform, these civilities must 
and until this takes 


noble 


be abandoned : 


the suppression ol 


intempe- 
a1 1} . 

not pe Sensipry pe rcelv- 

I have progressed so far that 

L invite no person who may call on 

xcept at dinner ; but 

ye decanter if any 

(not otherwise) 
32 


me, to drink, e 
then I exhibit tl 
friend be present 
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and any one drinks who pieases.— 
I give no invitations myself, but 
ny wile, who is very fearful that 
uch behaviour on my part, may be 
attributed to-meanness or impolite- 
ness, makes up for my apparent In- 
attention ; the poison 


our guests. Now she is no great- 


and presses 
on 


er friend to 


common use of ar- 
dent spirits than I am—but if I 
make the inquiry W hy does she so? 
I help it? 
yuld seem to omit 
liow to get over 
[ do not know I 

cood deal of 
to put it all on my wile 
not bear exactly. If she did 
ve the invitation, I don’t 

y courage would fail me 
d at least take the stop- 
{the decanter, if nothing 
in think of no way to 


+} 
Lie 


her reply 1s. how can 


it W 


squeamishness 


too : 


ssment, but by 
lusion of ardent 
I frankly 
fortitude to do it 

I suppose there are hun- 

rds like me, who have a 
will in this matter, but who must be 
strengthened by a number of asso- 
s, bound by solemn promise to 
maintain the exclusion of all ardent 
spirits from our houses, except in 
or to prohibit its use not 
» family, but its presenta- 
to friends or strangers who may 
in order to 


house. 
good 
crate 


Ley rc 
SICKNESS ; 


! 


do what our con- 
the moral 
improvement of the community de- 
confident such re- 
make prominent ar- 
ticles in y constitution, under 
which citizens may organize for 
Any 
help that your correspondents can 
afford me in the premises, I shall 
be happy to receive. 


TEMPERANTIA. 


sciences dictate, and 
mands. I 
strictions must 
any 


am 


the promotion of temperance. 
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The Waverly Novels. 


From the Philadelphian. 
THE WAVERLY NOVELS 


“Out of the heartare the issues of life;” 
and the Christian who by experience has 
known its a sper ite wicke Iness, will 
guard nself against the corruptions of 
all evil communications. Of Novels in 
general (with some few exceptions) it 


may be said that their influence is mis- 


chiverous, and the hours devoted to them 
hove often been remembered in after 
years with tears. False views of men 
have often been taken for true, and thus, 
hopes heve bee» excited which the real 
ities of maturer years have disappointed 
The visions of youth are, of themselves, 
without such aids, too fanciful and ex- 
The Nov- 


els, however, of winch we now speak, are 


travagant ever to be realized. 


said to be of a tendency directly and de- 


cidedly irreligious, and if they authorize 
the remarks of a writer in the last num- 
ber of the Magazine of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, from which we make the 
subjoined extract, the reading of them is 
neither “redeeming the time,’’ nor “keep- 


, 


ing the heart with all diligence.’ 


“ The irreligious tendency of 


those works excites the holy indig- 
nation of every sensible Christian. 
The heroine of one is a Jewess; 
and her piety on the basis of that 
Another is 
and suceessfully per- 


system is quite divine. 
a Romanist ; 
suades others that we should think 
and believe and worship as our 
fathers did, and that to renounce 
the cross which fhe 
nounced, is as mean, cowardly, and 
unprincipled, as it would be for a 
soldier to leave his post. Another 
heroine is a prelatic ofthe highest 
order ; and calls the putting down 
of whiggism and butchery of the 
Christian patriots, steadfastness and 
loyalty to the crown. The devo- 
tions of the noble minded Puritan, 
the true lover of his country; the 
prayers ofthe godly minister, the 


Leformers re- 
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sorrows of the martyr, are held up, 
in cold-blooded impiety to the 
scorn and disgust of men of taste 

Practical religion, piety and zeal 
for the honour of Jesus Christ, are 
made the subject of most profane 


banter and ridicule. The revolting 


immorahty and blasphemy of such 
canting bigots for the divine right 


of kings as Charles, and Clavers 


and Danziel, are made gallant and 


high minded men. The disgusting 
rant of the Cavaliers and their 
drunken scenes are painted out with 
half approving terms; and th 


blasphemies, “hardly fit to be utter 
ed in the court of hell,” 
fully registered before the eves ot 
The pastor who would 
not sell his religion and his coun- 
try for ease, or for gold, is a canting 
fanatic. 
martyr, and his last throbs of agony 
for his religion and his country’s 
liberty, are the workings of enthu- 
siasm or insanity. While he praises, 
and talks mawkish senti- 
mentalism over the soldiers of the 
murderous Clavers, falling gallantly 
on the field of glory. When a 
whig, in self-defence, slays the mur- 
derer of his children, or the defile: 
of his wife or daughter, it is mur- 
der When a Clavers kills the 
whig, it is the act of a gallant offi- 


are care- 


our youth. 


The dyin yr scenes of the 


blesses, 


cer of his most sacred majesty !— 


Such are the opinions and senti- 
ments of the tories of Britain, from 
the days of Charles II. to this day 

and in the Waverly Novels these 
feelings and sentiments are faithful- 
ly copied, and too carefully convey 
ed to usandtoourchildren. And 
all this, forsooth,is to be endured ; 
and not only so, but drunken in by 
our youth, because the head that 
planned these works, and the heart 
that sent forth the witchery of them 
has a hand that holdsa pen that has 
no superior, and few, if an 
equal 
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KTENT OF UNITARIANIGM IN THE 


UNITED STATES 
an Examine 


blished in Bost 


ry similar ; 
Portsmouth, 
and ther 


Ambhe I 


I 
te 


and 

1cquain 
nti-trimitaria 

is in Burlington. 

there is one 

there is one, 2nd quite 

1 small one. In New-York, the 

rantic State of New-York, there 

In New-Jersey there ts 

I know of. Prince- 


sup- 


is one 


| 
not one, that 


! r 24 ry . 
ton. like a kind of Rome, I 


resy into nothingness 


pose, 


awes he 
tn Pennsy! 

l 
»>small ones, just strong enough 


vania, there are two or 
to hold themselves together, 
three more, hardly strong 
1ough forthat. In Ohio, 
[In Delaware, not 
land, one, in the city of 


erl ? 
Ak Al 


two or 
not one, 


n Mary- 


altimore 


—— 
ith AG 


one. I 
. BP 
B 


ny yeritv. now 


, 
A | 
4 i 


versity, and oblige to borrow mon- 
their church 
from the hammer; never | urge. In 
the District of Columbia, one.” In 
In North-Caro- 
In South-Carolina, 
», in Georgia, Kentucky, Tennes- 
ee, Indiana, Missouri, &c. &c. not 


one 


ey to save beautiful 


\ irginia, not one. 
lina, not one. 


one 


There are in several of these 


States Uni- 
scard- 


congregations cailed 


farian; andso farastheir d 
ing the doctrine of the 
titles 
/ 


l‘rinity en- 

them to the apy] 

deserve it But the 
ay ‘ . 


el e sympat 


ellation, they 


yw | lierl ye 
y Have 1ittie OF 


hy with us; 
i 
i 


yuld rather, believe, de- 


co-ope ration with us: 
may be regarded 
naries themselves among a 
people. But I am 
ak of the Unitarian 


ners 


ady to sp 


‘es of Massachnsetts. where 
more Unitarian- 

part of the 
United States. Unit rian societies, 
less flourishing, exist in al- 
crowing more 


*18 doubtiess 


ther 
ism than in any other 
more or 
most eve ry county, 
frequent as Boston is approached 
the nucleus and head quarters of 
Lam not 
exact number of these 
but am ready to conf ss, 


American Unitarianism. 
aware of the 
Societies 
that ifthey could be brought to act 
on any point, they would be suffic- 
iently numerous and wealthy to ef- 
fect something of consequence — 
Why then are they not brought to 
act on the subject of foreign mis- 
sions? Is it because Unitarianism 
is, as the reviewer says it is, essen- 
tially cold? No; but the short an- 
swer is, because Unitarisnism is not 
heartily and intelligently embraced 
by one half of these societies, nor 
by one third of the members of the 
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other half. chief rea- 
son of our seem“ 

I will 
which, at the 


be an 


our rt 


ic 
nissness. 
fact, 


time that it wall 
extent 


mention anotner 


l o! 


tue 
iV 


‘ 


s0uUr¢ e rise tic 


: our missiona- 


question, 
ries t 
There is but one iustitution at pres- 
ent in our country, for which we 
‘ our 


ire 


en to come from? 


+t} 


) AL 


‘ 
i 


look for educated ministers of 
persuasion. And what is the num- 
ber of students in the theolovi il 
institution in Cambridge? I 
not the catalogue b me 
my memory 

thirty. And how many candidates 
forthe ministry? ut 10. Ye 
about ten candidates, to supply the 
demands of 
the East Indies ! 
fill our vacant pulpits at home, and 
diffuse Unitarian Christianity thro’ 
the distant regions of the earth! 


\ 


have 


hore 


serves it is about 


me, 


av Ss, 


the United States and 
ten candidates to 


he 


Dis- 


ll- 


Extract from 1's 


course before th in Philosop! 
iphia, 1823. 

“ The Roman Catholic Charch 
grows as vigorously as any other in 
the soil and atmosphere of Ameri- 
ea. From a mere mission in L700 
the Roman Catholic establishment 
in the United States has spread in- 
to an extended and imposing hire- 
archy ; i 
tan see and ten bishoprics, contain- 
ing between eighty and a hundred 
churches, of 
costly and splended ecclesiastical 
edifices in the country, superintend- 
ed by about one hundred and sixty 
clergymen. The remotest quarters 
of the U.S. are occupied by these 
flourishing establishments, from the 
chapels of Damascotti(in Maine )and 
at Boston, to those of St. Augustine 
in Florida, and St.Louis in Missou- 
ri. Th:re are Catholic 
ries at Bardstown and Frankfort 


> 


cal Society, | ace 


consisting of a metropoli- 


some them the most 


semina- 


r 


4 


but if 


ntelligence. OCTOBER, 


' hee 
a (€ iolic cleric 


in Kentucky 
seminary in Miss uri, © itholic col 
leges at St. Louis and N. Orleans, 
where there is likewise a Catholi 
Lan in school, two Catholi 
hools at Baltimore, tw 
» district of Columbia, a Cath 
lic the District of C 
lumbia, a Catholic seminary at Eun- 
mitsburg in Maryland, 
phan’s Asylum 


tisiver 


oO 


tT 
lege in ) 


a Catholic 
and Or 
i. 


free school 
1 


vr an 
in Philadelphi large con- 


to education t 


Lite 17 
highly respectable 


tributions are 


however, and 


many are, 


cultivated as 
the most remarkable characteristi 
; he Ay Roman Cc 


h. It is a circumstance pr 


: } 


t Oil 


Oo rican 


ul 


church. 
nant with reflections and 1 
that the Jesui their su 


in Europe, have | 


sinoe I 


suits, 


tablished in this country. In L801 
brief of Pope Pious the 
enth, this Society, with the concur- 


pression 


by a Se 
rence of the Emperor Paul, was 
established in Russia under a Ge 
and { 
low the rule of St. Ignatius of Lo 
yola; which power was exten 


in ‘~ to the United States ot 
Amer vith permission to preach 


i- 
-.. 
i- 


eral authorized to resume 


educate youth, administer the sa- 
& with the 
and approbation of the ordinary 
In 1807, a was openc 
at Geergetown college in the 1 
trict of Columbia, which continu 
ed to improve till 1814, when, | 

ing deemed sufficiently established, 
the congregation was formally or- 
ganized a papal bull. T! 
society now consists of twenty-six 


craments, Cc. consent 


} 
I 


noviciate 


Is 


by is 
fathers, ten scholastics in theology, 
seventeen scholarships in philoso- 
pliy, rhetoric and 
fourteen 


be he Ss 
. ; 
in the novi- 
ciate, twenty-two lay-brothers out 


scholastics 
of, and four lay-brothers in, the 
noviciate; some of whom are di 
persed throughout the U. § 
occupied in missionary duties 


tates 
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Charity have a branch of their con- 
vent for the benefit of female or- 
phan children, established in the 
city of New-York, where the Ro- 
man Catholics are said to have in- 
creased in the last twenty years, 
from 300 to 20,000. The church 
of St. Augustine, in Philadelphia, 
belongs to the Augustine monks, 
by whom it was built. There is 
ulso a branch of the Emmittsburg 

rs of Charity in this city, con- 
isting of several 


‘ 
pious and well in- 
i 

| } 
es, Who superintend 


P ? 
formed lad 
1 


education of orphan children.— 
The Daughters of Charity have 
another branch in Kentucky, where 
there are, likewise, a house of the 
order of Apost lately estab- 


lished by the P 





ype at Rome, a 
cloister of Loretto, and another 
convent. In the State of Missour 

there is a convent of religious la- 
dies at the village of St. Ferdinand; 
where a noviciate Is seated, of 
five novices and several postulants, 
with a thriving seminary, largely 
resorted to by the young ladies of 
] 2 d y 
Nev 

of Ur. 
Mh, 


suline nuns, of ancient and afiluent 


that remote region, and also 
school for the poor. In 


Orleans, there is a convent « 


endowment, containing fifteen or 
sixteen professed nuns, and a num- 
ber of novices and pestulants, The 
ladies of the Heart of Jesus are 
bout founding a second establish- 
ment for education at Opelousas 
1 will terminate these curious, | 
hope not irksome particulars, by 
merely adding, that in Maine and 
Kentucky there are tribes of 
Indians attached to the Roman 
Catholic worship, whose indefati- 
gable ministers have always been 
successful in reclaiming those ab- 
origines of this continent. Vincen- 
nes, the chief town of Indiana, 
where there is now a Roman Cath- 
olic chapel, was once a station of 
the Jesuits for this purpose,” 








From the Christion Mirror. 


It is now a quarter of a century 
since I asked a gentleman of polit. 
ical distinction, in the confidence of 


the eminent statesman recently de- 


ceased, whether Mr. Jeffersonwas a 
Christian. His reply was,“Why— 
I do not build my religious faith on 
the faith of any man.” That Mr 
Jefferson did not believe the truth 
of the Christian religion, or in other 
words, that he had imbibed the 
cheerless and pitiab e phil sophy ot 
the French infidel school, has been 
the general opinion of his political 
enemies and friends. The follow- 
ing, from a letter lately published, 
addressed by him to the late Judge 
Thacher of Biddeford, a zealous 
Unitarian, furnishes some explana- 
tion of his sentiments : 
** Monticello, Jan. 26. 1824 
“Sir—l! } read with much satisfa 

tid the sermon of Mr. Pierpont, which 
you have been so kind as to send me, and 


am much pleased with the spirit of broth 





erly forbearance in matters of relizi 

which it breathes, and the sound distine- 
tion it inculcates between the thing 
which belong to us to jadge, and those 
which do not If all Chris 


\ 
t} 


ian sect 
would rally to the sermon itn the mount 
make that the central powt of union in 
religion.and the stamp of genuine Christ- 
ianity (since tt gives us all the precepts 
of our duties to oue another) why shoul 

we further ask, with the text of our ser 
mon, “What think ye of Christ ?”’ and 
if one should answer, ‘the isa member « 

the Godhead,” another “he is a being of 
eteraul pre-existence,” a third “he was a 
man divinely inspired,” a fourth “he was 
the Herald of truths reformatory of the 
religions of mankind in general, but more 
immediately of that of his own countr: 

men, impressing them with more sublime 
and more worthy ideas of the Supreme 
Being, teaching them the doctrine of a 
future state of rewards and punishments 
and inculcating the love ef mankind, in 
stead of the anti-social spirit with which 
the Jews viewed al! other nations,” what 
right, or what interest has either of those 
respondents to claim pre-eminence for his 
dogma,and, usurping the judgment-seat 
of God, to condemn all the others to his 
wrath? In this case I say, with the 
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mark the change 
70d has wrought.— 
other religion. vere but four ministers be 


Mae MUCH the Gai ween the Ohio river and Lake Eri 


sion of his faith. di e | n the vear 1 


irs ago 


7 fs 0, incluc ing myself 

ueve the mspirauion of ti i yn was settled in Penn- 

Sevepeanes:s Did he believ a yival 108% the other two came 
? . ih 

iracies ‘ , 


hd 


as the Son of Gox ‘Tl ie and ¢ ‘ five Pr 
| 4zaKC, il 


don the cross to be two of them in Pe ! nsyl 


n for the sins of the sting of 31 churches, under 
byterian form of governmer 


ig fast year 42376 commu 


furnished with 19 min 

>» Connecticut Wester 

re was constituted | 

he in fact a Christian » las il Assembly of tl 

with the best disposit yterian Church 
of tl 


- t! 


charitably of the wri 


ter, I do not perceive any gro 


or beimg persuaded, that he vy governed by Cor 
bristian Can pe principles, emt racing 85 ¢ 

in the scriptures as tl ; 

word of God, who taking 


n which there were |! 


communicants, and 


shar eeLrY) y ‘ < - 
chapters from the gos '- Inthe year 1825 the sum tot 
thew, will say, that 


J us wher in L800 there wer 
New Testament ninisters and 
unlit or unnecessary to es. there are n 
Churches, and 
cants 
—— 
MORAVIAN MISSIONS 
lowing extracts 
United Brethren’ 
ncer 
he congregation 
»hn’s consisted at tl end 
t] ist year of 4820 souls, at C 
BLOSSOM AS THI SE darhall of 1475, at Gracehill 
of a lett i n 1 clex 2184, at Newfin ld of 1011, and 
Graceby of 993 souls amounting 
together to 10,491; adding therete 
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the candidates for baptism, the ex- 
cluded members, and the new peo- 
ple in all the settlements, the num- 
to 14,823 souls, 
who are all more or less in connex- 
m with the Church of the Breth- 
en. 


. ) 
ber is augmented 


Janaica.—On the first praver-day 
January 15th, the 

Fairfield was solemnly 
consecrated to the service of God 


our Saviour, who 


of this yea new 


Church at 


manifested 
gracious presence ina 
ble manner, in all 
After public preaching, 
were baptize d, 33 admitted to tl 

class of candidates for baptism, and 
16 were 


gation. 
‘ 


very 


meeting 


received into the congre- 
About 1000 persons were 
presen festive occasion 
Brother and sister Light, from [r- 
win, also partook of the bles 
the day. The ation at 
Fairfield counted at the close of 
1825, 1190 soul 


communicants, 


on this 
f 
sof 


coneres 


3, of whom 3:28 are 
Increase 


in the church during the preceding 


being an 


Cin 


: : a ae ; 
nth of 143 souls. 


PCETRY. 


THE OLD MAN, 


Caz vary hair, 
and gay 
, beneath the blast of 


Will bleach as white as they 


» ye onmy h 
Yechildren young 


Your lock 


[had a mother once, like you, 
Who o’er my pillow hung, 
Kiss’ 


And taught my faultering tongue. 


from my cheek the briny dew, 


nthe nightly couch was sp! 
ould bow my infant knee, 
place her hand upon my head 
And kneeling, pray for me. 


’ 


But then, there came a fearful day 
leought my mother’s bed, 

Till harsh hands bore thence 
And told me she was dead, 


me 


Pas try 


OCTOBER 


] pluck’d a fair white } 
To lay it by her side, 
And thought strange sleep enchain'd he 
soul. 
For no fond 


rose, and stole 


voice replied, 


That eve,I knelt m 
And said a lone 
Yet st 


As ii that hand were there. 


lown in wo 
yprayr, 


ny temples seem’ to glow 


Years fled—and left me childhoo.!’ 
ly istimes dear, 
way ward vy, 


b of fear. 


And with it br 
As from the 
“My son—my only one 


owly 
Nor sin against thy Ge 


Ye think, perchance, that ag 
My kindly warmth away 
And dimmd the tablet of the soul; 


Yet when with lor 


HY sway, 
This brow 


That gai 
Or beauty’s tl 


the plummed helm d splay 
es the warrior thror 
riliing fingers stray’d 
‘These manly locks among, 
That hallow ‘d.touch was ne’er for rot 
And now, thongh time bath set 
P te eaal = 
His frosty seal upon.my lot, 
‘These temples feel it yet, 


And if I ere in heaven appear, 
A mother’s holy prayer, 

A mother’s hand, and gentle tea 

That pointed to a Saviour dear, 
ljave led the wanderer there 





